
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
The Second Sunday of Advent  

Sunday, December 8, 2024 
--------------------------------- 

Building a community of faith unleashed into the world by the love of God. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Words & Music to Hymns/Responses   
are included at the end of the bulletin. 

 

—————————————————————————— 

Gathering Around the Word 
—————————————————————————— 

           
Centering Meditation                                                                    
John the Baptist said, “Turn around, Wake up. Shake off your bad habits.  The One is 
coming, who will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. Light your lamp. Sweep the 
house. Get ready. Get ready. The end is near. The beginning is nigh.” 
I'm never alone in the wilderness of my soul. John meets me there and guides me again 
and again into sacred time. -Suzanne Guthrie – At the Edge of the Enclosure 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Prelude          Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme                                     J.S. Bach   
 
Welcome 
                                                                      
Call to Worship 
One: In a world that is lonely, 
All:  we will save a seat for you. 
One:   In a world that is anxious,   
All:  we will light candles against the gloom. 
One: In a world that is weary,   
All:    we will sing songs of joy and truth.  
One:   I am not alone.  
All:     We are not alone. 
One: For here in this place, God is weaving us together.   
All:     Light the candles! Sing with joy! We are a three-cord strand, not easily 
broken.  
 
Opening Hymn # 106             Prepare the Way, O Zion 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle of Peace 
One: In a weary and worn world, how do we begin again? Where do we start? 
All:  Let us begin together. Let us begin arm in arm. Let us begin by holding each 
other up, instead of tearing each other down. Let us begin with words of peace.   
One: Yes, let us begin with peace. Today we light the candles of hope and peace.  



All:  May these lights remind us of what could be. May these lights mark a new 
beginning. May peace flow like a river and may it start with us.   
One: Arm in arm, hand in hand, side by side. May we begin again. Amen.  
 
Response #137                 He Came Down, v. 3 
 
Call to Confession  
One:  Family of faith, there are times when praying out loud as a community allows us to 
right our relationship with God and with one another as well. This is one of those moments. 
So as a community, please join me in our call and response prayer of confession. Join me 
in speaking the truth of our lives. Join me in practicing grace.   
 
Prayer of Confession & Words of Forgiveness 
One: I have tried to make my own way. I have tried to lace my own shoes, to build my own 
house, to kindle my own faith. I have said a thousand times, “turn back” as if I am fine on 
my own. But the days are long and I am forgetful. I need your help. Can you remind me? 
All: We will remind you of this everlasting truth: you are not alone. Where you go, 
God goes. You are held in grace. Trust in this good news. 
One: Thanks be to God! I remember. I believe. 
All: Now, we need your help. We, too, have tried to make our own way. We have tried 
to lace our own shoes, to build our own houses, to kindle our own faiths. We have 
said a thousand times, “turn back,” as if we are fine on our own. But the days are 
long and we are forgetful. We need your help. Can you remind us? 
One: I will remind you of this everlasting truth: you are not alone. Where you go, God goes. 
You are held in grace. Trust in this good news.  
All: Thanks be to God! We remember. We believe. Alleluia! Amen.  
 
Passing of Christ’s Peace 
One: The Peace of Christ always be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

 

Response # 103, v.2          Come Now, O Prince of Peace (twice through) 
 

—————————————————————————–— 

Proclaiming the Word 
————————————————————–—————— 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Prayer for Illumination  
One:   Holy God, the words of this world whip around us like a mighty wind. We are caught 
up in news reports, in text messages, in emails and notifications. We are drowning in 
updates from the media, caught off guard by the constant hum of it all. But here on this 
bright morning we remember:  you too are speaking. Still the voices around us. Calm our 
minds and center our hearts so that we can hear your words above the wind. We are 
leaning closer. We are at the edge of our chairs. We are beginning again. Speak to us, as 
only you can. Amen.   
 



First Reading             Ruth 1                            Pew Bible, p. 210  
 
Special Music        The Wexford Carol                 arr. Charles Floyd & Yo Yo Ma 
           Kathy Renfro, soprano; Sharon Macklin, cello; James Macklin, guitar 
 

Second Reading         Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12            Pew Bible, p. 538  
 

Sermon                        We Cannot Go Alone                Rev. Eric Koenig-Reinke 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
All: We believe in a with-us God: a God who walks with us in the valley, dances 
with us on the mountaintop, sings with us through the night and rejoices in the 
morning.  We believe that this with-us God wired us for relationship, saying to 
creation on the very first week, “humans should not be alone.”  Therefore, in an 
effort to be who God called us to be, we strive to live like the Trinity – connected, 
united, and centered. We believe in the power of community. We commit to learning 
each other’s names. We choose to journey with each other, like Ruth with Naomi. 
And we remember that no one can go through life alone. Thanks be to God, for 
lighting our way.   
 

—————————————————————————— 
Responding to the Word 

—————————————————————————— 
 

 
Hymn # 306                   Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
 
Mission Focus           Alternative Christmas Fair Results            Eleanor Milroy 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
One: We have been blessed many times over, so we offer our gifts in service to God. 

 
Offertory                     Dedication                                                  Robert Schumann 
 
Sung Response  #144                    In the Bleak Midwinter, v. 4 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
All: God of peace, complete in us the good work you have started. As you refine us, 
melt our cold hearts, mold our lives, and nurture us into the good stewards you 
would have us be. May giving these gifts be a part of that process. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
All: Loving God, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth  
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 



those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 
the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
—————————————————————————– 

Bearing and Following the Word into the World 
————————————————————–————— 

 
Closing Hymn # 94                     Now the Heavens Start to Whisper 
 
Matters of Community 
 
Postlude                   Sursum corda (Lift up your hearts)                      Franz Liszt         

                                    
Charge and Benediction 
As you leave this place, may you have wisdom to lean on one another. May you have the 
courage to hold onto hope, the compassion to do the good that is yours to do, and the 
confidence to trust that God sees you as a blessing. For in a world full of dead ends, 
Advent invites us to begin again. So start here. Start now. Start with love and begin again. 
In the name of Christ, our new beginning, go in peace.  
Pastor: ... and let the people say: 
All:  Alleluia! Amen.  
 

Resources: A Sanctified Art, Words for the Beginning 

https://sanctifiedart.org/words-for-the-beginning-advent-bundle 

Discipleship Ministries | Second Sunday of Advent, Year C 
 

https://sanctifiedart.org/words-for-the-beginning-advent-bundle
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/come-let-us-adore-him/second-sunday-of-advent-year-c-lectionary-planning-notes/second-sunday-of-advent-year-c-offertory-prayer
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 Resources: A Sanctified Art 
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  Music 
 The Wexford Carol, arr. Charles Floyd & Yo Yo Ma, Sony/ATV Music, 2008. 
 At the Cradle, Edward Grieg , from Lyric Pieces , Urtext - Konemann Music, 
1994.  Melody, Anton Rubinstein, 50 greats for the piano, Yamaha, 2000. 
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme (Awake, the Voice Commands) “Ten 
Chorale Preludes", J. S. Bach, arr. Ferruccio Busoni, Leipzig: Breitkopf und 
Härtel, 1898. Dedication, Robert Schumann, Copa Publishing, 1972. Sursum 
corda (Lift up your hearts), Franz Liszt, Years of Pilgrimage, Editio Musica 
Budapest, 1970. 
  All other hymns are in the public domain. 
Projection, podcast use, and music reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE #A-732021. 
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